
     

The Rev. Guy Duty said in his book Divorce & Remarriage:

"When two interpretations are claimed for a Scripture, the construction most in 
agreement with all the facts of the case should be adopted. When all the facts of an 
interpretation are in agreement they sound together in harmony, like notes in a chord. 
Biblical interpretation is more than knowing a set of rules, but it cannot be done without 
the rules. So, learn the rules, and rightly apply them…." (Divorce & Remarriage, 
Minneapolis: Bethany House, 1967) 

: The Eight Rules of Biblical Interpretation 

Here are the eight rules:

1 The rule of DEFINITION: What does the word mean? Any 
study of Scripture must begin with a study of words. Define your terms 
and then keep to the terms defined. The interpreter should 
conscientiously abide by the plain meaning of the words. This quite 
often may require using a Hebrew/English or Greek/English lexicon in 

order to make sure that the sense of the English translation is 
understood. A couple of good examples of this are the Greek words "allos" and 
"heteros". Both are usually translated as "another" in English – yet "allos" literally 
means "another of the same type" and "heteros" means "another of a different 
type.”

2 The rule of USAGE:  It must be remembered that the Old Testament was written 
originally by Hebrews and for the Hebrew (meaning YHWHʼs people). The words 
and idioms must have been intelligible to them – just as the words of Christ when 
talking to them must have been. It is not worth much to interpret a great many 
phrases and histories if oneʼs interpretations are shaded by pre-conceived 
notions and cultural biases, thereby rendering an inaccurate and ineffectual 
lesson.

3 The rule of CONTEXT: The meaning must be gathered 
from the context. Every word you read must be 
understood in the light of the words that come before and 
after it. Many passages will not be understood at all, or 
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understood incorrectly, without the help afforded by the context. A good example 
of this is the Mormon practice of using 1 Cor. 8:5b: "…for there be gods many 
and lords many…" as a "proof text" of their doctrine of polytheism. However, a 
simple reading of the whole verse in the context of the whole chapter (e.g. where 
Paul calls these gods "so-called"), plainly demonstrates that Paul is not teaching 
polytheism.

4 The rule of HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: The interpreter must have some 
awareness of the life and society of the times in which the Scripture was written. 
The spiritual principle will be timeless but often canʼt be properly appreciated 
without some knowledge of the background. If the interpreter can have in his 
mind what the writer had in his mind when he wrote – without adding any excess 
baggage from the interpreterʼs own culture or society – then the true thought of 
the Scripture can be captured resulting in an accurate interpretation. Oliver 
Wendell Holmes said, "Our only interest in the past is for the light it throws upon 
the present.”

5 The rule of LOGIC: Interpretation is merely logical 
reasoning. When interpreting Scripture, the use of reason is 
everywhere to be assumed. Does the interpretation make sense? The 
Bible was given to us in the form of human language and therefore 
appeals to human reason – it invites investigation. It is to be 
interpreted as we would any other volume: applying the laws of 
language and grammatical analysis.  

6 The rule of PRECEDENT: We must not violate the known usage of a word and 
invent another for which there is no precedent. Just as a judgeʼs chief occupation 
is the study of previous cases, so must the interpreter use precedents in order to 
determine whether they really support an alleged doctrine. Consider the Bereans 
in Acts 17:10-12 who were called "noble" because they searched the Scriptures 
to determine if what Paul taught them was true.

7 The rule of UNITY: The parts of Scripture being interpreted must be construed 
with reference to the significance of the whole. An interpretation must be 
consistent with the rest of Scripture.

8 The rule of INFERENCE: An inference is a fact reasonably implied from another 
fact. It is a logical consequence. It derives a conclusion from a given fact or 
premise. It is the deduction of one proposition from another proposition. Such 
inferential facts or propositions are sufficiently binding when their truth is 
established by competent and satisfactory evidence. Competent evidence means 
such evidence as the nature of the thing to be proved admits. Satisfactory 
evidence means that amount of proof which would ordinarily satisfy an 
unprejudiced mind beyond a reasonable doubt.  Yahshua used this rule when he 
proved the resurrection of the dead to the unbelieving Sadducees in Matt. 
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22:23-33.  (http://www.apologeticsindex.org/5846-biblical-interpretation-rules)
(modifications made by me)

With these tools for helpful Biblical study letʼs look at another 
passage of Scripture that is used today to ascribe that YHWH 
has changed His mind on food laws.  Therefore, you can eat 
whatever you want.  

Acts 10:1-48

vs 20  “not discriminating” vs “without hesitation” (as some translators use)

1252. diakri÷nw diakrino, dee-ak-ree´-no; from 1223 and 2919; to separate thoroughly, 
i.e. (literally and reflexively) to withdraw from, or (by implication) oppose; figuratively, to 
discriminate (by implication, decide), or (reflexively) hesitate: — contend, make (to) differ(-
ence), discern, doubt, judge, be partial, stagger, waver. 

Hermeneutics at this point being applied: 

	 What is the historical setting? 
	 What is the continuity of Scriptures applied? 
	 What is the storyline? 

Believers in Messiah are taught that the Word of YHWH does not contradict itself.  We 
are also taught that if we get a “revelation” we believe is from God, that it must not 
contradict the Word of God.  This premise is correct.  So, let’s apply that premise to this 
section of Scripture that supposedly changed what YHWH said. 

Historical settings… 

 vs 28 A Yehudean (Jew) was not to associate with or come near a gentile. 
  
 Mere association with them made you ‘common’ or 
‘unclean’(Nu 19:22).  Meaning not fit or worthy.  This was 
rabbinical law not the Torah.  (Lev 24:22 “ One judgment shall be 
for you whether an alien or a native; for I am YAHWEH your 
Elohim.” Also, Ex. 12:49; Num 9:14, 15:14-16, 15:29; Deut 1:16, 
24:14) 

Continuity of Scriptures Applied in light of the storyline: 
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 What is the subject mater of Acts 10?  Is it not to awaken Peter to the fact the the 
“Gospel” was for all people and has always been that way?  

 What then was the ‘sheet let down from heaven’ about?  Was it not to remind 
Peter that it was YHWH who established what is clean and unclean, common and not 
common?  It was not man (rabbinical law) that established the commandments and 
instructions.  That is what vs 28 is doing.  It is interpreting the vision that Peter once 
didn’t understand now knows what it means.  If he tells us what it means can we give 
another meaning to it?  NO. To do so would be to change Scripture… 

Peter’s vision was not about food.  It was the second vision of the storyline.  It is about 
people, all people who, like Cornelius (vs 2 “…one righteous and fearing YAHWEH with 
all his house, both doing many alms to the people and praying continually to 
YAHWEH.”) being a gentile yet looking to YHWH in obedience and love. 

To add another meaning to this vision is to distort the meaning totally and adding to 
Scripture things that are not there. 

Remember… 

Rev 22:18, 19  “For I testify together with everyone hearing the 
Words of the prophecy of this Book, if anyone adds to these 
things, YAHWEH will add upon him the plagues having been 
written in this Book.  And if anyone takes away from the Words 
of the Book of this prophecy, YAHWEH will take away his part 

from the Book of Life, and out of the holy city, and of the things 
having been written in this Book.” 

Deut 30:5, 6  “Every Word of Elohim is refined, He is a shield to those who seek refuge 
in Him. Do not add to His Words, that He not reprove you, and you be found a liar.” 

Deut 12:32  “All the things that I command you, take heed to do them and you shall not 
add to it, nor take away from it.” (Deut 4:2) 

Matt 5:18  “Truly I say to you, Until the heaven and the earth pass away, in no way shall 
one yod or one stroke pass away from the Torah until all comes to pass.” 
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Next week we will explore more of 
YHWHʼs thoughts on dietary 

instructions. 


