
     

Looking back……..   

First time mentioned by YHWH, Gen 1:29  “…every plant seeding 
seed…every tree in which is the fruit of a tree seeding seed; it shall be 
food for you.”

**At this point man had not sinned.  The Father was providing the food for them.   

Next YHWHʼs condition, Gen 3:18, 19  “And it shall bring forth thorns and thistles for 
you, and you shall eat the plant of the field. (Mk 4:18-19, Is 5:6)  By the sweat of your 
face you shall eat bread until your return to the ground. For you have been taken out of 
it; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  (Job 7:21, Ps 146:4)
 
The next mention of food mentioned by YHWH is found in Genesis 6. 

Gen 6.21  “And take for yourself all food that is eaten, and gather 
to yourself. And let it be for you and for them for food.”

Which raises the question, “Isnʼt all food eaten?”  What is meant 
here?  We are going to take a detour tonight to help us 

understand better the precepts concerning food and what YHWHʼs instructions are 
concerning food.

At this point all that we are told is to eat plants that YHWH provided.  Before the fall, all 
plant (it would seem) that produced seeding seed and trees with fruit bearing seed was 
edible.  After the fall the earth, in itʼs entirety was cursed.  Now there were plants that 
brought forth thorns and thistles.  Plants that were poisonous.  We couldnʼt just eat what 
we picked.  It had to be by the sweat of our face that we would be provided for.

Here in Genesis 6 a new element was added and interestingly enough some thought 
into the historical evidence of YHWHʼs faithfulness.  

Letʼs explore further…

Noah, Genesis 6:21 gathers food that is eaten.
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Topic: “YHWHʼs Dietary Instructions”  Pt 3
Scripture:      Genesis 7:1 - 9:1
Definition:      “Early Instructions and Behavior” 
                        



Gen 7:1 - 9:1
Chapter 7

vs1…YHWH said!
vs 2…Clean animals to take 7, male and female

          Unclean animals to take 2, male and female

Hereʼs a definitive remark that would indicate that Noah and 
people of he's day (pre-flood) knew the difference between Clean and Unclean as per 
YHWHʼs instructions….hmmmm.

vs 8…Noah went in the ark along with the Clean 
animals and the Unclean animals as YHWH 
instructed.

Chapter 8
vs 15…YHWH says to Noah…
vs 20…Noah built an altar to YHWH.  Sacrificed of 
every clean animal and bird as a burnt offering
vs 21…YHWH smells the soothing fragrance and covenants with Noah, his sons 
and all living creatures (9:9-17)

Where did Noah learn the concept of being righteous or how to give proper sacrifice to 
YHWH?  How did he know to use Clean animals to offer to YHWH?

Letʼs look back before the Levitical instructions and see what is happening.

Gen 3:21  YHWH kills an animal to make clothing (covering) for Adam and Eve.  The 
first time one of His created creatures experienced death was to cover man and It was 
YHWH who took the life (only He can give life only He can take life [complete death]).  
Every time a sacrifice to YHWH is given it is like the first time He offered a life for life.

Gen 4:3-7    Able brought a better sacrifice…

Job 1:1-5
7 sons, 3 daughters   vs 18, 19 Great wind
7,000 sheep               vs 16 Fire burned
3,000 camels             vs 17 Chaldeans
500 yoke of oxen       vs 14 Sabeans
500 she-donkeys,      vs 14 Sabeans
Great house hold (many employeeʼs to run the ranch)

vs 1  Job us perfect and upright, fearing Elohim and turning away (Hebrew- teshuvah) 
from evil.
vs 5  Making sacrifices for each of his children.  

(the responsibility of the patriarch to be over his family, leading in truth [Thy Word 
is Truth])
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Job 1:20-22  Tearing rob, shaving head, fall down and worship.  All 
before written instruction.  These are part of the Levitical teaching of 
how we are to approach the Living Elohim, YHWH.  How did Job 
know if the instructions at Mt. Sinai had not been given?  They had. 
And given to ALL nations for at this time YHWH had not chosen a 
people to care for and keep (to guard, preserve and PUBLISH [be 

the light to the world]) the instructions of our Creator, Father, YHWH.

But what of Abraham?  Was he not a gentile (of the nations of the world)?  Did not 
YHWH call him out from those?  And why?

Gen 12:1-3  YHWH said to Abram…go

Gen 15:7- 21  …YHWH has Abraham prepare a sacrifice in which He (YHWH) passes 
through.

Gen 22:5-19…Abraham offered up Issac on the altar to be 
sacrificed as YHWH instructed.

Gen 14:18…Melchizedek, king of Salem…king and priest
How did Abraham know to do do the things he did? 
Offering & tithe?

What can we learn from these things?
Simply this, the instructions of YHWH were given way back at the beginning with Adam 
and Eve.  They applied to all Humanity just as they do today.

Tertullian the early church father (160 AD - 220AD)

“His longest book, Against Marcion, defended the use of the Old 
Testament by the Christian church, and demonstrated how to use the 
Scriptures to refute heresies. Gnosticism was a major threat to the 
church of his day, and Tertullian did more than anyone else to overthrow 
the influence of the Gnostics.” (got questions:  Who is Tertullian? https://

www.gotquestions.org/Tertullian.html)

Tertullian says… 

“In short, before the Law of Moses, written in stone-tables, I contend that there was a 
law unwritten, which was habitually understood naturally, and by the fathers was 
habitually kept. For whence was Noah "found righteous," if in his case the 
righteousness of a natural law had not preceded? Whence was Abraham accounted "a 
friend of God," if not on the ground of equity and righteousness, (in the observance) of a 
natural law? Whence was Melchizedek named "priest of the most high God," if, before 
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the priesthood of the Levitical law, there were not levites who were wont to offer 
sacrifices to God? For thus, after the above-mentioned patriarchs, was the Law given to 
Moses, at that (well-known) time after their exode from Egypt, after the interval and 
spaces of four hundred years. In fact, it was after Abraham's "four hundred and thirty 
years" that the Law was given. Whence we understand that God's law was anterior 
even to Moses, and was not first (given) in Horeb, nor in Sinai and in the desert, but 
was more ancient; (existing) first in paradise, subsequently reformed for the patriarchs, 
and so again for the Jews, at definite periods: so that we are not to give heed to Moses' 
Law as to the primitive law, but as to a subsequent, which at a definite period God has 
set forth to the Gentiles too and, after repeatedly promising so to do through the 
prophets, has reformed for the better; and has premonished that it should come to pass 
that, just as "the law was given through Moses” at a definite time, so it should be 
believed to have been temporarily observed and kept.” 

by early church father Tertullian: “The Law Anterior to Moses.”

Next week a closer look at “Clean and Unclean.”

My notes: Consider (my thoughts)
In the embryo of the first instruction (commandment) given to Adam and Eve, “Thou shalt not 
eat of this one tree,” the whole of the 10 Words of Instructions were violated.  
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Next week we will explore more of 
YHWHʼs thoughts on dietary 

instructions. 


