
     

 

Yom Teruah (Day of Trumpets) 

Leviticus 23:1  “Yahweh said to Moshe, ʻTell the people of Israel; The designated times 
of Yahweh which you are to proclaim as holy convocations are my designated time.ʼ”

Ancient Israel understood that trumpets were used as a way of announcing special, very 
important messages (Numbers 10:1-10)

1. AT MOUNT SINAI
“And on the third day, it being morning, it happened: There were thunders and 
lightnings, and a heavy cloud on the mountain, and the sound of a ram's horn, very 
strong! And all the people in the camp trembled.” (Ex: 19:16)
“And it happened while the sound of the ram's horn was sounding, and becoming very 
strong, Moses spoke. And The Elohim answered him by a voice.” (Ex: 19:19)
“And all the people saw the thunders, and the lightnings, and the sound of the ram's 
horn, and the smoking mountain. And the people looked, and they trembled, and they 
stood from a distance.” (Ex: 20:18)

2. On YHWHʼS Appointed times
“Blow the ram's horn in the new moon, on the covered moon, on our feast day.” (Psalm 
81:3)
“Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, on the first of the month, a 
Holy Day Sabbath shall be to you, a memorial acclamation of the resounding of 
trumpets, a holy gathering.” (Lev: 23:24)
“And you shall let a ram's horn resound, a signal in the seventh month, in the tenth of 
the month; in the day of atonement, let a ram's horn pass throughout all your 
land;” (Lev: 25:9)

3. AT THE DESTRUCTION OF JERICHO
“And seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams' horns before the 
ark. And on the seventh day you shall go around the city seven times, 
and the priests shall blow with the rams' horns.  And it shall be, when 
they make a long blast with the ram's horn, and when you hear the 
sound of the ram's horn, all the people shall shout with a great shout. 
And the wall of the city shall fall down underneath below you; and the 
people shall go up, each man in front of him…” (Joshua 6:4, 5)
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“And the people shouted, and blew with the ram's horns, and it happened, when the 
people heard the sound of the ram's horn, the people shouted a great shout. And the 
wall fell under it; and the people went up into the city, each man in front of him; and they 
captured the city.” (Josh: 6:20)

4. VICTORY IN WARFARE
“And he divided the three hundred men into three companies. And he put a ram's horn 
in the hand of all of them, and empty jars, and torches inside the jars…” (Judges 7:16)
“And the three companies blew with their ram's horns, and broke the jars, and held the 
torches in their left hand; and in their right hand the ram's horns, and they cried out, A 
sword for YAHWEH and for Gideon!” (Judg: 7:20)
“And, behold, Elohim is with us at our head, and His priests, and the trumpets, the 
signal to sound for battle against you. O sons of Israel, do not fight with YAHWEH, the 
Elohim of your fathers, for you shall not prosper.  But Jeroboam had made the ambush 
circle to come in behind them, and they were before Judah, and the ambush was 
behind them.  And Judah turned. And, behold, the battle was against them before and 
behind. And they cried to YAHWEH, and the priests were blowing with trumpets.  And 
the men of Judah shouted. And it was, at the shouting of the men of Judah, and The 
Elohim struck Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and Judah.” (2 Chron. 13:12-15)

5. THE Ark Returns
“And David and all the house of Israel were bringing up the ark 
of YAHWEH with shouting, and with the sound of a ram's horn.” 
(2 Sam: 6:15)

6. THE ANOINTING Solomon as King
“And Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet shall anoint him there as king over Israel. 
And you shall blow with the ram's horn and shout, Let King Solomon live!” (1 Kings: 
1:34)

7. THE DEDICATION OF THE TEMPLE.
“And they were as one to the trumpeters, and to the singers to cause one sound to be 
heard to praise and to thank YAHWEH. And when they lifted up their voice with the 
trumpets and cymbals and instruments of music, and praised YAHWEH, saying, For He 
is good; for his mercy endures forever; and a cloud filled the house, the house of 
YAHWEH;” (2 Chron: 5:13)

8. REBUILDING OF JERUSALEM
“For each man of the builders had his sword tied by his side, and 
built. And he who sounded the ram's horn was beside me.” (Neh: 
4:18)
“In whatever place you hear the sound of the ram's horn, gather 
there to us. Our Elohim will fight for us.”(Neh: 4:20)

9. A WATCHMANʼS RESPONSIBILITIES
“And the Word of YAHWEH was to me, saying,  Son of man, speak 
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to the sons of your people and say to them: When I bring the sword on it, on a land, and 
take one man from the people of the land, their borders, and set him for a watchman to 
them,  and when he sees the sword coming on the land, and he blows the ram's horn 
and warns the people,  and the hearer hearing the sound of the ram's horn, and does 
not take warning, and the sword comes and takes him; his blood shall be on his own 
head.  He heard the sound of the ram's horn and took no warning; his blood shall be on 
himself. But he who took warning, he shall deliver his soul.  But if the watchman sees 
the sword coming and does not blow the ram's horn, and the people are not warned, 
and the sword comes and takes a soul from them, he is taken in his iniquity. But I will 
require his blood from the watchman's hand.” (Ezek: 33:1-6)

10. WARNINGS CONCERNING SIN
“Call out with the throat! Do not spare. Lift up your voice like the ram's 
horn! And declare to My people their rebellion, and their sins to the 
house of Jacob.” (Isa: 58:1)
“Blow a ram's horn in Zion, and shout an alarm in My holy mountain. 
Let all those living in the land tremble. For the day of YAHWEH 
approaches; it is near.” (Joel 2:1) (cf. Zech 14:1, Is 13:6)

11. YHWH SHALL BLOW THE SHOFAR!
“Then YAHWEH will appear over them, and His arrow shall go out as lightning; and 
Adonai YAHWEH shall blow the ram's horn and shall go forth with the windstorms of the 
south.” (Zech: 9:14)

12. Sadly we do not listen
“Also I raised watchmen over you, saying, Listen to the sound 
of the ram's horn. But they said, We will not listen.”  (Jer. 
6:17)

It is an absolute tragedy that, like Israel of old, millions of 
people pay little or no attention to the YHWHʼs Word and the warnings it contains. 
Blindly they stagger on, refusing to acknowledge the Creatorʼs presence, His Word, His 
Law and His offer of salvation through His only begotten Son Yahshua the Messiah. 
This is the greatest mistake the human race has ever made and – sadly – is still 
making!

Todayʼs Application of Yom Teruah:
•  You are to do no ordinary work it is a holy convocation (gathering)
•  Just as on Pesach (Passover) the holy gathering was in oneʼs 
home as they ate the Passover meal.  So to, the meal offering is 
eaten at the holy gathering in oneʼs home as they 
“Remember” (reflect and rehearse) the story of redemption 
(Passover to Deliverance). 
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• It is a solemn time to reflect and make sure you are prepared to meet our Messiah.
• Confess any and all sin in your lives. (burnt offering, sin offering)
• Turn From…to Teshuvah (complete opposite direction)   Ps 2:12
• Turn To…His Instructions, statutes, principles and Word.
• Seek Him while He can be found.  Before He pours out His wrath and it be too late.  

Is 55:6

Whatʼs Ahead?
The greatest use of the Shofar is seen in prophetic events.

In the Brit Hadashah (NT), Yahshua reveals that before His 
return to the earth, there will be the blowing of seven 
trumpets, announcing progressive stages of the destruction and overthrow of this 
worldʼs kingdoms.  It is after that again a sound blast from the shofar/trumpet will be 
heard as Messiah Himself returns to take His rightful ownership as the Son of YHWH. 
(Rev 8:2; Rev 11:15)

1.  Used to warn of His soon return and impending judgement. Eze 33:7-9; Is 58:1
2.  Used to call us together as an assembly of His people. 1 Cor. 15:51-52; I Th 4:16-17
3.  Used to give the “Charge” signal for His judgement being poured out. Mt 24:30,31.
4.  Used to proclaim victory.

Should Christians celebrate the feast of trumpets? Yes. After all:

• they were observed with great enthusiasm by Yahshua, His apostles, His disciples 
and nearly all first and second century believers. We can learn a great deal from the 
celebration and its message.

• They bench mark and identify by a decree of announcement that which is to follow 
or about to take place.

• The Feast of Trumpets marked the beginning of ten days of consecration and 
repentance before God.

Because the shofar and trumpet have basically been taken out of our faith walk we are 
deaf to the sounds that are coming.  Will we recognize the call on the shofar?  Will we 
be ready (as the 5 virgins in Yahshuaʼs parable) at His calling and coming?

Because of these things we should set our hearts to these seasons, and fulfill the 
precepts that Scripture commands us, as it is written…

"And take heed to do all the statutes and the judgments which I am giving before you 
today." (Deut. 11:32)
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